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WE WILL HAVE OUR “RENEWAL OF OBLIGATIONS” CEREMONY AT OUR MEETING IN CALDWELL ON FEB. 14.  DRESS 

FOR THIS MEETING IS YOUR TUXEDO AND SOCIAL BALDRIC.  THIS MEETING IS FOR BOTH THE KNIGHTS AND YOUR 

SPOUSES.  RICKY’S CATERING WILL PROVIDE THE MEAL. 

 

DUE TO  THE PRESIDENTS DAY HOLIDAY, THE WEEKEND OF FEB. 20, WE HAVE CHANGED THE FALLOUT TO FEB. 27. 

PLEASE BE AT ST. MARY’S BY 9:30 A.M. 

 

OUR TURKEY SHOOT FUNDRAISER IS ALMOST UPON US.  THE DATE IS SUNDAY, MARCH 13, AND WILL BE HELD 

AGAIN ON THE JOSIAH BARROW PROPERTY IN BIRCH. PREP WORK WILL BE DONE AT 2:00 P.M. ON SATURDAY, AND 

WE ASK THAT YOU BE THERE BY 11:00 A.M. ON SUNDAY. JOSIAH WILL AGAIN BE SERVING UP HIS FAMOUS  LOUISI-

ANA SWAMP GUMBO, MADE FROM HIS SECRET FAMILY RECIPE. WE  HAVE OVER 70 4TH. DEGREE KNIGHTS IN OUR 

ASSEMBLY, SO IT WOULD BE NICE TO HAVE AT LEAST HALF OF THEM IN ATTENDANCE. REMEMBER, YOU DON’T 

NEED A GUN, ONE WILL BE PROVIDED IF YOU DON’T HAVE ONE. 

NEWS 

DUE TO UNFORSEEN CIRCUMSTANCES, OUR FAMILY WAS NOT ABLE TO MAKE THE MARCH FOR LIFE, BUT THANKS 

TO JOSIAH BARROW, OUR ASSEMBLY WAS STILL REPRESENTED. HOPEFULLY, THIS WILL BE THE ONLY ONE WE MISS.  

 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE KNIGHTS THAT MADE OUR FALLOUT IN SOMERVILLE. WE WERE WELL  

REPRESENTED. IT HAS BEEN A WHILE SINCE WE HAVE HAD A FALLOUT IN SOMERVILLE, SO IT WAS ENCOURAGING 

TO SEE YOU TAKE THE TIME TO ATTEND.  

 

WELL, WE MADE IT THROUGH THE FREEZE WITH ONLY ONE PIPE BREAK, SO I GUESS WE WERE EXTREMELY FORTU-

NATE. AT TIMES LIKE THAT, YOU ARE THANKFUL TO HAVE 3 YOUNG BOYS AROUND TO CRAWL UNDER THE HOUSE.  

THEY SHOULD ALL BE EXPERT PLUMBERS BY THE TIME THEY GET INTO HIGH SCHOOL. 

 

AS I AM WRITING THIS, OUR SON CHRIS IS IN KYRGYZSTAN, WAITING FOR A FLIGHT TO AFGHANISTAN. HIS FLIGHT 

HAS BEEN DELAYED TWICE. THEY WILL TRY AGAIN TOMORROW. WE PRAY THAT HE, ALONG WITH THE OTHER MEM-

BERS OF THE MILITARY, HAVE A SAFE DEPLOYMENT. 
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Witnesses to the Light 

By Tom Grenchik 

January 7, 2011 

In between the joys of Christmas and New Year’s Day, the Church offers us a reminder of the suffer-

ing that can be caused by fear. 

On December 28, the Church celebrated the feast of the Holy Innocents.  These young infants are 

honored as the first martyrs for Christ, witnesses to the Light.  The Gospel reading for the day reminds 

us of King Herod’s fury when he realized that he had been deceived by the magi.  “He ordered the 

massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under, in accordance with 

the time he had ascertained from the magi” (Matthew 2:16). 

Herod was motivated by intense fear and desperation, which lead him to destroy others to preserve 

his position and protect his throne.   So often today fear motivates terrible decisions, adding to the 

culture of death in which we find ourselves.  Our culture tends to disregard hope while overemphasiz-

ing every fear to the extent that death is seen as the answer to many difficult human struggles.  

Death is promoted as the answer to a difficult pregnancy.  Death is often the response to an imper-

fect unborn child or an unhealthy newborn.  Death is an accepted solution for persons who are sick, 

elderly, disabled, unwanted or abandoned.  Death is legitimized for those in prison; and an expe-

dited death is recommended for those near the end of their lives -- and even for those who are sim-

ply depressed. 

But as the feast day reading reminds us, “This is the message that we have heard from Jesus Christ 

and proclaim to you: God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).  While God 

came into the world to overcome the darkness of sin and death, each of us must chose daily to trust 

in His providence and to walk in the light.  And we have a profound obligation to help others see that 

light when all they envision is darkness.  

An abandoned mother facing a crisis pregnancy can be overcome with fear.  Expectant parents of 

a child with a serious health challenge can be terrified of what their child may have to endure.  Pa-

tients facing a debilitating disease may fear losing all control.  Those near death may fear they are a 

burden to their loved ones.   In every case, we as Christians are called upon to help those in fear step 

into the light.  Our words, prayers, sacrifices and actions can give great courage and assurance to 

those who may otherwise become casualties of the culture of death. 

At this time of year when many of us resolve to change our behaviors for the better, let us prayerfully 

consider how we might personally reach out to those around us overcome by fear.  It takes sacrifice 

to care for the dying, to minister to the sick, and to offer hope to a frightened, pregnant teen.  It 

takes sacrifice to pray outside of an abortion center, to visit those in prison, and to assist a family car-

ing for a loved one with a disability.  Let us be inspired by the example of so many Christians through-

out the centuries, who resolved to give up their comfort, their livelihoods -- and sometimes their very 

lives -- to be witnesses to the Light for others. 

 

Tom Grenchik is Executive Director of the Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops. Go to www.usccb.org/prolife to learn more about the bishops’ pro-life activities.  


