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NEWS

Our next meeting is scheduled for January 10 in Somerville, with the meal starting at 7:00 P.M.

We will be conducting a fallout at St. Ann’s in Somerville on Sunday, January 16, at the 9:00 A.M.
Mass. Be there at about 8:30, please. Do your best to attend, as we have not had a fallout in Somer-
ville in some time now.

The pro-life Mass will be held at San Jose Church in Austin again this year. It is located at 2435 Oak
Crest. You take the Oltorf exit off I-35, go west to 3 rd. St., turn left and you are there. The Rosary for
Life starts at 10:00 A.M., followed by Mass. The Knights usually get there about 9:30. The march begins
at 1:00 P.M., at 4th and Guadalupe. There is plenty of parking, but they have started charging for it.
You can leave immediately after the march, if you don't want to stay for the speakers at the Capitol.

The dance at Holy Rosary to benefit the Clergy Retirement Fund, is being held at the Frenstat Recrea-
tion Center on Jan. 22, starting with hamburgers being sold at 6:00 P.M., and the dance starting at
7:00 P.M. Music will be by the Red Ravens Polka Band, although they do play plenty of slower music if
you can't keep up with the polkas.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

We need to thank Fr. Nock from St. Ann’s Parish, for allowing us to conduct our fallouts in Somerville
again. It appears that our next Exemplification may be at St. Thomas Aquinas in College Station, so
maybe this time he might be able to become a Fourth Degree.

Don't forget our Turkey Shoot is coming up real soon now. It will be on Sunday, March 13. Set-up will
be on Saturday at 2:00 P.M.




PRO-LIFERS vs. RELATIVISM
By: Father Kenneth Barker, SJ

The struggle between anti-abortion and pro-abortion groups in recent years, highlighted and brought to a
peak in the debate over Obama’s healthcare bill, goes way beyond the issue of abortion and the right to
life. The struggle is not just between pro-life and pro-choice in reference to the kiling of innocent, begin-
ning human life. What is really involved here is a conflict between two opposing philosophies, between
two views of the nature of man and the nature of reality.

Those two views involve the nature of man and his ability to know things outside of himself. Basically it
comes down to the question of whether or not man can know any truth for certain. It comes down to
whether or not there is objective fruth that man can know and know for certain. In the conflict over the
question of abortion, the pro-life position holds that the killing of innocent persons is always wrong; it is al-
ways evil and cannot be justified in any circumstance, whether the pregnancy is the result of fornication or
rape or incest, or whatever. The human being conceived is innocent, is a child of God and cannot be di-
rectly destroyed for any reason. Prolifers, whether Catholic bishops or Protestant Evangelicals, hold that this
is objectively frue and cannot be negated by the subjective opinions of individual persons.

The anti-abortion position is based on a fundamental principle that human life is inviolable because man is
made in the image and likeness of God. God creates human life and gives man an immortal soul. Man is
accountable fo God for how he uses his life. What God gave, only God can take away. This is a fruth the
human mind can know, and it can know it as certain and valid in all fimes and places. It is expressed
briefly in the Fifth Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.”

The pro-abortion position is based on a philosophy of relativism, which means in this case that the value of
human life is not absolute but depends on accidental circumstances. If the child in the womb is not
wanted by the pregnant woman for any reason, since it is in her body and is part of her, according fo this
view she has the moral right to destroy it. This position rejects the notion that certain acts objectively are
always wrong and can never be chosen deliberately. It is a form of “situation ethics,” which has become
increasingly accepted by our culture during the past fifty years or so. This is a dangerous philosophy that
can lead to wholesale murder and tyranny. Examples of that in our lifetime are the horrors of Nazism in
Germany and Communism in Russia, Eastern Europe, and China, in which certain types of persons were
considered fo be “useless eaters,” enemies of the state, or even “sub-human.”

This same philosophy of relativism is used fo justify laws in the states of Oregon and Washington where doc-
tors can now legally assist patients to kill themselves by prescribing for them pills that produce a quick and
painless death. The natural process of gradualism or the “foot in the door” is operative here. At present,
assisted suicide is voluntary. It will not be long for the next step to be taken, in which the state will mandate
the killing of the elderly and the handicapped, as happened in Nazi Germany, because the cost of keep-
ing them alive is too great. This will all be done in the name of “compassion” and the limited availability of
medical care. The “culture of death crowd” is now pushing to enact similar laws in many other states.
Eventually it could become a national policy, just as happened in the case of abortion, which began in a
few states like New York and Washington and in a few years was made national policy by the Supreme
Court,

In logic, we know that from a false principle you can get any conclusion. The false principle operatfing
here is that fruth is subjective and relative, that it depends on the opinion and feelings of each individual.
It's the old claim that your truth is not my fruth. It is an attempt to create one’s own reality. Abortion is now
the issue over which a monumental philosophical battle is being waged in our country regarding the ob-
jectivity of truth. If relativism wins, it will be the end of America as a free country. If our people do not reject
the philosophy of relativism, gradually our freedom will be lost and the United States will become a dicta-
torship of either the right or the left.
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