
… from the Texas State Council 
 

 

 

 

                                  www.tkofc.org 

Volume 2021 Issue 10                               30-60-90 Day Outlook                                                April 2022 
 

Be Not Afraid 

 
  

State Deputy 
Alfredo Vela (Rosa) 

956-500-0169 
alfredovela@hotmail.com 

 

State Chaplain 
Most Reverend Bishop 

Brendan Cahill 
Victoria, TX 

361-573-0828 
 

Associate State Chaplain 
Rev. Mark N. P. Salas 

915-328-3844 
pancratius@hotmail.com 

 

State Secretary 
Diego Pena (Pia) 

817-575-9854 
djpena57@me.com 

 

State Treasurer 
Terry Fruge (Beth) 

713-417-0571 
tbfruge@comcast.net 

 

State Advocate 
Robert “Bob” Goss 

334-538-1415 
bob@gosslaw.com 

 

State Warden 
Boyd Burris (Patricia) 

214-507-8420 
burrispb1549@att.net 

 

 From the Texas State Council: 
 

Let’s get it done.  Back to Basics, No Excuses 
Alfredo Vela, Texas State Deputy 
 

State Chaplains Message:  “A question is probably just a question” 
I remember attending a workshop given by Father John Kemper in 
the early 2000s focused on the theme of teaching Gen X-ers. At the 
time I was teaching in a seminary, and it seemed that often we 
teachers would enter into conversations about the “young 
seminarians” and how hard it was for us to understand them. I still 
have my notes from the talk that day, and the memory I want to share with you is that he 
told us, “When a student asks a question, it probably is just a question.” 
 

That observation wouldn’t appear to be so enlightening to many people, but for someone 
who often perceived a question as a challenge to authority, it changed my way of looking 
at questions. For example, I realized that if a seminarian asked me why I celebrated the 
Mass in a certain way, I simply needed to respond to the question. 
 

One of the “Ten Themes” listed in section 5.4 of the Vademecum for the Synodal Process 
observes that, “Listening is the first step, but it requires an open mind and heart, without 
prejudice.” 
 

One way to look at this theme is to consider the areas in which I may have closed my mind 
and heart to another person or group, and even judged them before they opened their 
mouth to ask a question. Using the story mentioned above, we could ask ourselves, “How 
do I listen to those in my ‘classroom?’” and then follow with, “What are the labels or 
judgments I have placed on them?” and, “Who do I keep out of the ‘classroom? ’” 
 

The most basic attempt at the first question might reveal that there is a tendency to listen 
more closely to those who agree with me. A tendency to shut down an alternate view or 
even a simple question, maybe without even realizing it, also could develop. Henri Nouwen 
wrote about this spiritual problem years ago in his book Reaching Out, observing how 
often a teacher spends time answering questions that aren’t being asked. 
 

 Nouwen called for a spiritual movement in the classroom towards hospitality, in which 
students can be heard and appreciated for the questions they present. This image of the 
classroom can serve as an image for the different levels of relationships in my life. It could 
be at work or at home, in the larger community of schools and civic involvements, even in 
the Church. 
 

The process of synodality has been challenging each of us to not immediately shut down 
any voice, and to listen to the questions that are being asked. In the process, I am 
becoming aware of my pre-conceptions and judgments. I’m learning to listen without 
immediately responding. The process challenges each of us to come to a greater 
appreciation of whom we have been cutting off or whom we may be talking about in a  
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dismissive way. The process reminds each of us that often we don’t need to give an answer; 
we can simply sit and acknowledge another person’s humanity. 
 

Beyond the people I may have been dismissing in my environment are those I don’t even 
know.  It could be different cultures, languages, political views, ages, experiences or other 
categories. The process of synodality outlines a path for each of us to go beyond stereotypes 
and what we hear about another group of people. Hopefully, there will be a moment in which 
each of us can listen to someone from a “new” group. A beauty of the process can be in the 
realization that, whatever groups we belong to, many of us have similar questions, hopes and 
dreams.  
 

Recently, Pope Francis consecrated Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
communion with the bishops throughout the world. A part of the prayer of consecration 
acknowledged our own sins before God, including when “we grew indifferent and caught up 
in our own selfish needs and concerns.” May we develop listening hearts whose only concern 
is the salvation of all souls, especially those in most need of God’s mercy. 
 

+ Most Reverend Bishop Brendan Cahill, TSC State Chaplain 
 

Associate State Chaplains Message: 
 

Brothers: On March 25th the Holy Father with all our bishops consecrated the World, and 
especially Russia and Ukraine, to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. This is a spiritually significant 
day for the Church; but it is only the beginning for the Laity of the Church, and there for, the 
Knights of Columbus in Texas have work to do! The Holy Father has done his part and now it 
falls on us to complete what our Lady asked through Sister Lucia; namely, to carry out the 
consecration of ourselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Like a loaf of bread, this takes 
particular ingredients, actions, and time. It cannot be rushed, substituted, or left incomplete. 
Our Lady at Fatima has asked for five consecutive firsts Saturdays of the month in which we:  
 

 1. Make a good Confession that week, so that on the first Saturday we: 2. Receive Holy 
Communion, and offer it up in reparation to the blasphemies against Mother Mary.  3. 
Pray the Rosary any of the Mysteries (5 decades) and 4. Spend 15 minutes with an image of 
our Lady thinking about one of the teachings from the Mysteries of Mary’s Rosary and 
teachings. This makes each of the five Saturday’s a day of reparation, learning, and imitation 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The Five Saturdays correspond to the Church’s teachings 
about the Blessed Virgin Mary which have been blasphemed or rejected by many. The Knights 
of Columbus affirm, teach, and defend these teachings in our daily living:  
 

1st Month: The Immaculate Conception   The Archangel Gabriel echoed God’s words in 
addressing her as “Hail, Full of Grace.” She pondered on what this greeting might mean. We 
too ponder it as the teaching of her immaculate conception, meaning that she was preserved 
by prevenient grace from the stain of original sin and remained immaculate by being fully 
receptive to the word of God from the moment of her conception until her Assumption. She 
not only kept all things in her heart but also conceived the Son of the Most High by the 
Overshadowing of Holy Spirit.   
 

2nd Month: The Perpetual Virginity of Mary While on the Cross Christ said, “There is your Son, 
There your Mother.” Jesus uses contractual language here as he about to die. The only way he 
can use this language is if St Joseph has died and there are no biological, in-law, or step 
brother’s to take care of her or any sisters (no sisters are mentioned either). Christ then was 
an only Child and Mary was a virgin when she conceived him. He did not spurn her Virginity, 
for as light passes a pane of glass so too the Light from On High entered this world through 
Mary in Nazareth and Bethlehem.   
 

3rd Month: Mary Mother of God Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, called her, “The Mother 
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of My Lord.” As Christ shares His son-ship with us through Holy Baptism so too the Father 
extends his love and authority to Mary at the Incarnation. Christ fully submits in his person 
both divine and human natures to Mary’s maternity at the Annunciation. This further 
elucidates his love and submission at Holy Communion as he taught at Capernaum and the 
Last Supper to, “take and eat.”  The Rosary’s Mysteries also help us meditate on Jesus and 
Mary’s tender bond of love.   
 

4th Month: The Devotions to Marian Apparitions, Images, and Titles “Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that 
clings to us and preserver in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed 
on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of the faith. “Hw2:1 Mary is the greatest in the cloud of 
witnesses that model, motivate, and direct us to Christ who calls us to live in His father’s Love 
as Sons. The devotions and images of Mary model for us perfect Christian Discipleship in any 
culture, time, and circumstance.   
 

5th Month: Mary, Mother of the Church While on the Cross Christ said, “There is your Son, 
There your Mother.” As the Mother of the Church, we are asked to teach and raise our 
children to approach Mary as their mother too. They are to strive to make their souls 
immaculate from sin and radiant with virtue. She who follows Christ, is a remodel to look up 
to and follow to imitate. Her maternal love is universal and inclusive. Many go without 
knowing her love, protection, or wisdom.   
Our love for Mary is deeply rooted in our DNA as a Knight of Columbus, her Rosary is our 
weapon against sin, despair and atrophy. It teaches us holiness in joyful, sorrowful and 
glorious experiences. It is entrusted to us by the Order “to carry it always, and pray it as often 
as you can.” Christ commanded us at the Foot-Washing of Holy Thursday: Love, as I Love. So 
wee to love Mary as our Mother just as Christ did. Christ further rooted this at Calvary: “there 
is your Son; there is your Mother.”  
 

So let us unite as Texas Knights in prayer and fulfill our Mother’s request at Fatima on April 
2nd, May 7th, June 4th and July 2nd.  Holy Mary of the Immaculate Heart; pray for us!   
 

See you at the Convention, have a wonderful Holy Week, and a Happy Easter! Vivat Jesus!  
 

Rev. Mark N. P. Salas, Associate State Chaplain 
 

Education, Training, & Communications: 
 

Our team is here to fulfill all your needs to be a Star Council. Visit www.kofc.org or 
www.tkofc.org at least weekly. Check out the Star Guide Section on the State website & 
download the latest version.  Email all forms to the correct Supreme email address (located in 
the Star Guide) & to the Texas State Council at forms@tkofc.org.  Copy all forms to your 
District & Diocesan Deputy. 
 

February 15th  – Semi-Annual Audit Due – Form 1295 
February 15th  - Form 10784 Family of the Month (for January) due 
February 22nd  – Online FS Training. To register, click on link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsdumgqTgoGNA595O2yh3-CBZ8tHW__c1m 
Diocesan Freethrows 
Get your State Award applications ready & sent in by March 1. (See Star Guide) 
Schedule Church Membership Drives & Exemplifications  for Spring 
 

April 2022 – 4th Quarter begins. Let’s Get it Done! 

April  15th  – Good Friday Family Program & Form 10784 Family of the Month (for March) due 
April 17th  - Easter. 
April 29th  – First Day of Texas State Convention – Awards & 1st day of Training 
April 30th – All SAFE Environment training due to qualify for Star Council 
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Report Church Drives 
Plan a live Financial Secretary Training 
Begin Preparing Columbian Award – SP-7 
 

May – 4th Quarter 1/3 done. Back to Basics. 

May 1st – Council Elections begin (submit Report of Officers – Form 185) 
May 15th  - Form 10784 Family of the Month (for April) due 
May 24th – 7 pm - Online FS Training. To register click on link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0od--gqz8tHdB2nq0HDBMTyo9fo8_ukA2g 
May 30th – Memorial Day 
Continue Preparing Columbian Award – SP-7 
 

June – 4th Quarter 2/3 done. No Excuses! 

June 1st  – All State Award applications due for each Director’s Area; 
June 15th  – Form 10784 Family of the Month (for May) due 
June 15th  – Last day for council  elections. 
June 19th – Father’s Day 
June 21st - 7 pm - Online FS Training. To register click on link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvd-yvrz4rHNURN8Vmojis-scic0oI0KSP 
June 30th – Columbian Award – Form SP-7 (Send in as early as possible) – CANNOT BE LATE! 
June 30th - Report of Officers – From 185 for Fraternal Year 22-23 
June 30th - Report of Service Program Personnel Report – From 365 for Fraternal Year 22-23 
June 30th – District Deputy Semi-Annual Audit - Form 944B 
 

For some of your FS Training needs click on this link: 
http://craigmod.us/fstraining 
 

Leave No Neighbor Behind reports as required – 
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5521191/Leave-No-Neighbor-Behind 
 

Spend some time surfing the Supreme Website.  Click on this link 
https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/council-forms.html 
to get all your council forms. 
 

Spend some time surfing the Texas State Council Website.  Click on this link: 
https://texasknight-news.net  to get the latest Texas Knight Issue.  
 

Let’s go into the 118th State Convention as repeat Circle of Honor Winners and send the 
Worthy State Deputy on the run across the Harbor Bridge & get more than 85% of the State 
Charity Goal to put your favorite or least favorite Major Director in the dunking booth Friday 
night. Contact me or my team to get your Council past your goals! Let’s Get it Done! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
David Zeigler, Education, Training, & Communications (The ETC) Director 
 

Membership:      
 

Don’t quit recruiting until the Final Buzzer Sounds! 
 

The Men’s NCAA Basketball Tournament is one of the most entertaining events in sports. 
Every spring, March Madness sweeps over the nation as college basketball’s best attempt to 
string together enough consecutive wins for the chance to cut down the nets in the national 
title game. 
 

First played in 1939, the tourney has grown from eight teams to 68 and has produced some 
of the greatest moments in sports history. While many universities can claim a national 
championship, only a select few can say that they’ve won back-to-back titles. One of the 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0od--gqz8tHdB2nq0HDBMTyo9fo8_ukA2
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvd-yvrz4rHNURN8Vmojis-scic0oI0KSP
http://craigmod.us/fstraining
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5521191/Leave-No-Neighbor-Behind
https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/council-forms.html
https://texasknight-news.net/
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toughest things in sports to do is repeat as champion. 
 

Texas, we have a chance to go back-to-back in Circle of Honor. Don’t let that title slip away, 
keep recruiting until we cross the finish line. 
 

This year we have recruited 3,102 men into the Knights, that’s 78.04 of our Membership 
Goal.  Texas is # 1 in our Jurisdiction, and we need to recruit 873 to get us Back into the Circle 
of Honor. 
 

With three months left, let us stay focused on finish the second half strong. Have you asked 
someone to join the Knights of Columbus? It’s not too late to start recruiting. 
 

For those councils that have been recruiting using the E-Membership/Online – PROMO CODE 
MCGIVNEY2020, keep doing what you’re doing. Work on converting those men from online 
and into your council. Coordinate an admission committee and an exemplification for that 
new brother and get them active into your home council. Mentor to those new Knights and 
get them involved in recruiting.  
 

It’s time for a full court press in recruiting. 
 

Looking forward to seeing many of you at the 118th TSC Annual Convention in Corpus Christi. 
Make sure to stop by the Membership Tables in the Exhibit Hall at the American Bank Center. 
 

Let's get it done.  Back to Basics, No Excuses! Vivat Jesus! 
 

Ron Alonzo, Membership Director 
 

Programs:  
The success of any council comes from the success of its programs.  Successful programs 
bring new members.  Without these two, a council begins to fail.   
 

The key to any successful program is planning.  Get your planning done now!    

 April Reminders –  
o Good Friday Family Program – April 15 
o Conduct a Holy Hour – in person or virtual 
o Get ready for the 118th State Convention  
o This is the last Quarter of the Fraternal Year – what programs do you still lack for Star 

Council? Plan them now.  
o Submit the Family of the Month (for March) by April 15 
o Submit any Fraternal Program Report (#10784) for each activity you had last month.  

 May Reminders – 
o The Seminarians will be leaving school so don’t forget them.  Send them a note and some 

money to help them through the summer.   
o Are any of your Seminarians getting ordained?  Have the council show him that you 

support him and will be praying for him. 
o Have you conducted at least four programs in each of the Life, Family, Community, 

Faith categories?  You have two months to get them done.    
o May 15th is National Law Enforcement day – consider having a Blue Mass this month 

and start a Shield a Badge program.   
o  Submit the Family of the Month (for April) by May 15 
o Submit any Fraternal Program Report (#10784) for each activity you had last month.  
o Submit your Columbian Award SP-7 now.  If there are any issues, you have time to get it 

corrected.   

 June Reminders –  
o This is the last month of the fraternal year – This is the key form that needs to be 

submitted now: 
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 Columbian Award / SP7 - This is the only report that is NOT accepted after the due 
date.  Do it TODAY!  

o Conduct the Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour or the St. Joseph Pilgrim Icon 
Program.  All resources can be found on Supreme website.  

o Consider an Ultrasound and/or Wheelchair fundraiser. 
o Who will need some help this summer?  Work out a plan to assist those in need with 

yard work or house repairs.  Helping Hands / Leave No Neighbor Behind. 
o Submit the Family of the Month (for May) by June 15 
o Submit any Fraternal Program Report (#10784) for each activity you had last month.  

 

Remember: Every Program is an opportunity for every Knight to put their Faith in Action and 
step Into the Breach.  Happy New Year! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
Pat Henz, Program Director 
 

Star Council Awards 
 

The Star Council Awards Team sent out nearly 700 individual emails this past week to Grand 
Knights about the exact steps they need to take to earn Star Council by June 30.  The District 
Deputies and Diocesan Deputies were copied.  Covered for each council was the following: 

 Membership needs 

 Fraternal Benefit Nights needed 

 Forms Needed (365, 1728 and SP-7).  Supreme has just started accepting the SP-7 
and I expect this will start showing up on the 4/1 Star Tracker 

 Supreme per capita - this was just added for Jan - Jun 

 Safe Environment status 

 Who needs to finish, recommendations and updates on men whose credentials 
expire before June 30 

 

We have 3 months to make our goals to not only get back to the Circle of Honor but also 
exceed 170 Star Councils in Texas! 
 Forms  

o 365 - we are missing 137 from active councils as of 3/24/22. 
o 1728 - we are doing better with submitting Form 1728.  We are missing 196 reports 

as of 3/24/22.  We have received 29 forms in the last few days! 
o SP-7 - start sending these in NOW!  Ensure you send a copy to your District Deputy 

and the State Office forms@tkofc.org.  We will review for accuracy and 
completeness.  Five councils lost Star Council last year because no one was able to 
review the forms and provide guidance! 

 Fraternal Benefit Nights - OWN the credit process!  If you are certain you are not being 
properly credited,  talk to your General Agent and / or send the completed form to him! 
o There will be some statewide opportunities in May and June.  Stay tuned for more 

details from the General Agent Team 

 Supreme per capita - statements were NOT sent out so councils must look at Officers 
Online, Reports, Financial Statement 3/1/22.  These should be paid by April 6 to avoid 
suspension 

 Safe Environment as of 3/17/22 
o 235 Councils are now listed as compliant but there is a catch.  There must be 3 men 

fully cleared and the Grand Knight is the only one who can hold an additional role. 
 Supreme’s reports cannot pick that up so we need to self police this. 

o 29 of these councils are really non-compliant.  Detailed communications have been 
sent on how to fix each council 
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o 613 Grand Knights are COMPLIANT 
o 55 are NON-COMPLIANT 
o 25 are pending meaning they are in the window for training 

 

If there is anything that the Star Council Awards Team can do to assist please reach out! 
Let’s get this done!  No excuses! Vivat Jesus! 
 

Reed Fontenot, Star Council Awards Director  
 

Texas State Council Charities 
 

As we find ourselves in the early days of Spring and continue preparing for the Easter 
Season, this also marks the last 3 months of this fraternal year.  Easter as well as Spring bring 
in seasons of new beginnings.  Let this Easter inspire you to make a difference in your 
Diocese.  Contribute to State Council Charities today!  On behalf of every Bishop across this 
great state, I am requesting your support to make their distribution as large as it can possibly 
be for this fraternal year.  The support of their charitable programs could not be more 
important than it is now. 
 

As mentioned in the March FINISH LINE, the desire of the Charity Team is to see all Councils 
within Texas, State Council Charities active before we gather at this year’s State Council 
Convention and assist with getting the State to 85% of the overall Goal.  If your council has 
not yet taken the opportunity to contribute towards your assigned Charity Goal, we 
encourage you to do whatever you can to support the Texas State Council and your Bishop.  
Please ensure your council is counted among those supporting your Bishop.   
 

If there is anything you need assistance with related to any of the areas under State Council 
Charity, American Wheelchair Mission, Bishop Thomas J. Flanagan Fund, Cardinal Medeiros 
Trust, Educational Grants, Emergency Response, Fundraising, or Special Olympics, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me or any member of the Charity Team.  All our contact 
information can be found within the Star Guide. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing your Council’s Delegates at this year’s Convention in 
Corpus Christi! 
 

BE NOT AFRAID! Vivat Jesus! 
 

Derek W. Rabey, Charity Director 
 

Council Growth  
 

The last Quarter begins, Opportunities abound across the State for continued Growth! New 
Councils, Reactivations, Round Tables, all available and all aligned as Councils comply with 
their Supreme and State Assessments. Let’s Not Be Afraid and continue building on the 
tremendous momentum, No Excuses! 
New Councils: 
Please continue to work on establishing a New Council in support of the Pastors and Catholic 
Communities lacking a Knight’s presence. The incentive remains $450/New Council 
established for the Diocesan Deputies Incentive program for the next New Council.  
CONGRATULATIONS to the Forth Worth Diocese; Nuevo Consejo 17916; St. Bartholomew 
Church; Diocesan Deputy Bill Tillotson; District Deputy Obie Obregon #25 
 

WHO WILL RECEIVE THE LAST $450 FOR STARTING A NEW COUNCIL??!! 
 

Reactivations: 
Worthy Brother Knights, the kudos continue as Diocese continue to work with their Pastors 
to Reactivate Councils.  CONGRATULATIONS to the San Angelo Diocese for the following 
Reactivation: 
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Council 11282; Our Lady of Guadalupe Church - El Dorado, Texas’; Diocesan Deputy Joe 
Jacobo;  District Deputy #225 Richard Guevara.  Fantastic!! 
 

College Councils: 
The College Councils continue to mature and remain active. They lead by example and 
continue proudly and with dignity to Be Not Afraid and Getting it Done! Outstanding Job 
Brother Knights! 
 

Supreme ASSESMENTS: 
Supreme Assessments are Due April 10! Please ensure your Financial Secretaries are up to 
date with the ONLY method of communication to receive the assessments due for your 
COUNCILS is through the Supreme Website. NO HARD COPY BILLING INVOICE WIL BE 
MAILED to the Financial Secretary.  
Council Statements will only be available on Officers online, Go To: Member sign in/Enter 
Council number/Click on Reports tab/Click on Council Billing Statement 
 

All the Diocese have done a tremendous job in working to reduce the number of Suspended 
Councils, let’s continue to work together with our Brother Knight’s Councils to keep them 
current and active. 
  

Please continue to support the prayer of Blessed Fr. McGivney for a Knights presence in 
every Parish and Mission. 
 
 

BE NOT AFRAID and have NO EXCUSES, Let’s Get it Done! God Bless Texas! God Bless the 
Knights! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
Carlos X. Martinez, Council Growth Director       
 

See next page for Council Growth by Diocese. 
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