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 From the Texas State Council: 
 

Let’s get it done.  Back to Basics, No Excuses 
Alfredo Vela, Texas State Deputy 
 

State Chaplains Message:   “Hearts afire” 
St. John Paul II called for the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to 
be a World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests.  In our 
diocese this year I will be joining our priests on June 10 for a time 
of Eucharistic Adoration and prayer, followed by a dinner together.  
This prayer will especially focus on our call to holiness, aligning our 
hearts with the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church #1589 teaches 
that “the Priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus” (referencing a quote often used by St. 
John Vianney).    
 

At the beginning of the Year of the Priest in 2009 Pope Benedict invited the entire Church 
to pray for holy priests: 
     The Church needs holy priests; ministers capable of helping the faithful to experience 
     the Lord’s merciful love, and convinced witnesses of that love.  In the Eucharistic  
     Adoration which is to follow our celebration of Vespers, let us ask the Lord to set the  
     heart of every priest afire with that “pastoral charity” which can make him one in heart  

     and mind with Jesus the High Priest, and thus to imitate Jesus in complete self-giving.        
 

“Hearts afire”, what a beautiful image for me and my brother priests and bishops for our 
ministry.  As I’m writing this article I’m thanking God for the many priestly hearts on fire 
across our diocese.  I’m also asking God for the gift of His presence and consolation for the 
priestly hearts that are struggling today.  As I do so I know that God is faithful and listens to 
our prayers. 
 

“One in heart and mind with Jesus,” the community of the priesthood begins in the heart.  
The heart united to Jesus stores its “treasure” (Mt. 6:21) in the message of hope and 
salvation for people.  As we’re praying for our priests we can add to our prayer the petition 
for more men to hear the call to the priesthood and offer their hearts for the salvation of 
souls.  
 

The two men who will be ordained deacons this month have heard that call to the 
priesthood and with God’s grace will be ordained priests in January 2022.  As you will be 
able to see they have come to the call to Catholic priesthood by different paths, and have 
come to share the same heart afire with the heart and mind of Jesus.  
 

May God bless you and your families this month, and may our families be homes where the 
call to serve the Lord as a consecrated Sister, diocesan priest or religious brother could be 
heard and encouraged with joy – let’s keep each other in prayer!   
   

Vivat Jesus!      Most Reverend Bishop Brendan Cahill, TSC State Chaplain 

 

Alfredo Vela 

State Deputy 
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Associate State Chaplains Message: 
 

Star council status is the minimum for every council. Star Council Status is the metric by 
which we measure a council’s health: it's growth, financial stability, developing leadership, 
insurance promotion, program projects and the safe environment training of critical 
members. This is the critical minimum to stave off stagnation and council dormancy.  Now is 
the moment to see which district deputies succeeded and which Council officers and 
directors succeeded.  This ensures we hit the ground running next year. 
 

Luckily in Texas we are aware of this and have a more robust metric in the Lone Star Award 
For Excellence (LSAFE)! That being said, DD’s and GK’s IT IS NOT TOO LATE to achieve Star 
Council/District Status! Many are less than three members away! Many are a Fraternal Night 
Credit away! Many only have to turn in forms or audits! Even if we have zeros an audit just 
makes clear what is happening in a council and nothing more. It is the key strategizing tool. 
 

The Order in Texas is a well-oiled machine! And just like on the factory line, you need to take 
out samples for quality control. You need to make the time to test and report that the batch 
is good to keep the line going. If you don’t, it will be too hard to adjust when things go bad, 
they will breakdown and shut down the line. If the ingredients are wrong, the pace is out of 
sync, or the reporting is off-the line gets shut down.  And not just that part, the whole factory 
stops, the project is on hold, and shuts down the industry. It loses money, time, and growth 
needed for production. All because one engineer, one report, one item, one supplier or one 
machine is off: the line shuts down.  
 

You signed up for this as DD and GK: you do not decide what it means to be a Knight of 
Columbus. You cannot leave them on their own! Especially their first year. Realize that if they 
fail—you failed, period! If you fall into this temptation then you will cease to be a member of 
the Order because you have hijacked the Order in Texas, the Order in your Diocese, the Order 
in your District and the Order in your parish. Star Council, membership growth, council 
leadership development, safe environment, reporting, insurance promotion and even the 
Priest (Pastor) will become an optional courtesy to you, a burden to you, and an obstacle to 
you.  This is not Fr. McGivney’s vision: to make his parish’s Dads and Husbands saints walking 
on Earth as Holy Men with Holy Families and their Faith in Action. This is also Christ’s Vision 
for his Church: why is it not yours too?  
 

Look at the Star Tracker see what your councils need: no excuses, keep the line going, let’s 
get it done!  
 

Rev. Mark N. P. Salas 
Associate State Chaplain 
 

Education, Training, & Communications: 
 

Our team is here to fulfill all your needs to be a Star Council. Visit www.kofc.org or 
www.tkofc.org at least weekly. Check out the Star Guide Section on the State website & 
download the latest version.  Email all forms to the correct Supreme email address (located in 
the Star Guide) & to the Texas State Council at forms@tkofc.org.  Copy all forms to your 
District & Diocesan Deputy. 

June – 4th Quarter 2/3 done.  Verify all Star Council Requirements complete.  No Excuses! 

June 15 – Last day for elections 
June 20 – Father’s Day 
June 30 – Columbian Award – Form SP-7 (Send in as early as possible) – CANNOT BE LATE! 
June 30 - Report of Officers – From 185 for Fraternal Year 21-22 
June 30 – District Deputy Semi-Annual Audit - Form 944B 
Plan Diocesan Organizational Conferences beginning July 31, 2021 
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Next Fraternal Year’s Budget – 2nd Vote 
 

July  – New Fraternal Year  Let’s Get it Done! 

July 1 – New Fraternal Year starts 
July 4 – Independence Day 
July 16-18 – State Organizational Meeting – Round Rock, Texas 
Conduct Yearly Planning Meeting 
Diocesan Conferences beginning July 31, 2021 
 

August – Getting your feet wet and building momentum.  Back to Basics. 

August 1st—Form 365 Report of Service Committees due to Supreme. Due to Texas State 
Council office by August 31 
August 12th –Venerable Father J. McGivney Birthday  
August 14th—Venerable Father J, McGivney Memorial.. 
August 15th—Form 1295 Council Audit Due 
Diocesan Conferences 
 

Leave No Neighbor Behind reports as required – 
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5521191/Leave-No-Neighbor-Behind 
 

Jun 22, 2021 07:00 PM Central Time 
 https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwvcOmpqTMiHdYO_LgW1om59EYOe8DAU3Mr 
 

Feel free to contact me for any assistance. We have 1 month to put Texas at #1! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
David Zeigler, Education, Training, & Communications (ETC) Director 
 

Membership:      FINISH STRONG! 
As we enter the last month of the Fraternal year, we want to take this opportunity to say 
Thank You to all our Texas Knights. You have accomplished so much this year. But we are not 
done yet! We have the Circle of Honor within our grasp. As of May 31, 2021, we are just 17 
new members away from achieving our Membership Goal. We have an opportunity to finish 
this year strong and lead Texas to #1 in Division 1. Ontario is right behind us, so we cannot 
let up and let the Canadians catch us. Take advantage of the time left and finish strong. 
 

I’ll be the first to admit that finishing strong and ending on empty is not for the faint of 
heart. It’s a serious strategy for serious people who want and expect serious results. 
By challenging yourself to finish strong, you are pushing yourself beyond any previously 
imagined comfort zone and performance standard. 
 

Let’s take this momentum right into the next fraternal year.  You have an important decision 
to make…right now. 
 

As you approach the final month of the fraternal year…you must decide if you are going to 
finish the year strong or not? Are you going to make Star Council or not? 
 

There is no point in pretending that finishing the year strong does not have the capacity to 
transform your council’s results and turn a good year into a great one, and perhaps even to 
save your council from having a bad year altogether. 
And while there are plenty of excuses for not finishing strong…there’s no good reason for 
you to procrastinate, to say you’re not ready or that the timing isn’t right. 
 

Please do not allow your council to get to the end of the year and wonder “what if.” 
What if we had given a little bit more this year? What if we had really pushed our council, 
would things be different? What if, what if, what if. 
 

Jump on the Texas Train and Finish Strong! 
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Most councils are going to look back on this year and wish they had done more.  But a 
winner — a true competitor — leaves their all out there every time they compete. And for 
your council — that means giving your all and Finishing Strong! 
 

We have had a lot of fun Membership Incentives this year, that just required you to recruit 
to be in the drawings. Here is a list of winners from some of those incentives. 
Congratulations to those proposers! 
Membership Incentives – Raffle Winners: 
Travel Getaway: 
July Winner – Council # 14679 - Michael A. Perez – Ft. Worth, TX 
December Winner – Council # 14512 - Matthew J. Maggio – Spring, TX 
January Winner – Council # 11721 - Teofilo Sipriano – Kaufman, TX 
March Winner – Council # 8327 - Roque Benavides – Pearsall, TX 
April Winner – Council # 7983 - Norberto J. Esparza – San Antonio, TX 
 

Diocesan Deputy Incentive – Travel Getaway 
APRIL 2021 
DIV. 1 - John G. Hinojosa – Galveston/Houston 
DIV. 2 – Joe Jacobo– San Angelo 
DIV. 3 – Art Aguirre– El Paso 
 

Individual Proposer - $500 Gift Card 
March 2021 Winner – Council # 3077 - John G. Hinojosa – Houston, TX 
April 2021 Winner – Council # 7099 - Guillermo Munoz – Grapevine, TX 
 

Let's get it done.  Back to Basics, No Excuses  
 

Vivat Jesus! Ron Alonzo, Membership Director 
 

Programs:  
 

Program Director’s Reminders:  
The success of any council comes from the success of its programs.  Successful programs 

bring new members.  Without these two, a council begins to fail.   
The key to any successful program is planning.  Get your planning done now!    

 June Reminders –  

o This is the last month of the fraternal year –  

o Columbian Award / SP7 - This is the only report that is NOT accepted 

after June 30.  Do it TODAY!  
o Conduct the new Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour.  All resources 

can be found on Supreme website.  

o Consider an Ultrasound and/or Wheelchair fundraiser. 

o Who will need some help this summer?  Work out a plan to assist those in 

need with yard work or house repairs.  Helping Hands / Leave No Neighbor 

Behind. 

o Submit the Family of the Month (for May) by June 15 

o Submit Fraternal Program Report #10784 for each activity you had last month. 

 July Reminders –  

o New Officers – Meet with your Pastor.  Review the “Working with 

your Pastor” guidebook provided free from Supreme.  

o Order and hand out the Fraternal Planner Calendar to all 

officers/Directors.  Plan the next 3-6 months and advertise those 

events, which will then help encourage new members to join and be 

active.  

o Use the Strength and Weakness chart and Council Assessment page 
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found in the Fraternal Planner to determine where your council is at 

and what direction you need to go to become a Star Council.  

o Submit the Family of the Month (for June) by July 15 

o Submit any Fraternal Program Report (#10784) for each activity you 

had last month.  

 August Reminders –  

o Make sure the GK, Program Director, Family Director, and 

Community Director has taken their Safe Environment training. 

o Remember your Seminarians as they go back to school (RSVP). 

o Knights of Columbus Family Week.  Plan a Family Event 

o Submit the Family of the Month (for July) by Aug 15 

o Order the Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest Kit 

o Order Soccer Challenge Kits.  
Remember: Every Program is an opportunity for every Knight to put their Faith in Action and 
step Into the Breach.   
 

Your Program Team is here and available to help you throughout the year.  
 

Pat Henz, Program Director 
 

Star Council Awards 
 

WE HAVE FOUR WEEKS LEFT IN THE FRATERNAL YEAR!  SO, it is go time to finish your Star 
Council Requirements.  I am very encouraged by the large number of councils that are close 
to earning this coveted distinction!  I thought that membership might be the greatest 
challenge but you are responding!  If you are short, schedule that degree ASAP to bring in 
your members!  We are also in good shape with Safe Environment with most councils that 
are in the running - get those last couple of training requirements completed!  The earlier 
you submit your SP-7 the better so do not wait.  Call the office of Fraternal Mission to ensure 
it is approved after you submit.   
 

The largest gap I see at this point is completing the Fraternal Benefit Night requirement. 
 Fortunately, we have a statewide event on June 2, 2021 so register ASAP.  You must 
advertise three times and document this on the Fraternal Benefit Night submission form. 
 Your General Agent is the only one who can submit to Supreme so work with your agents 
and own the process.  Let’s get this done! 
 

As you hold your council elections start submitting your Form 185, Report of Officers Chosen 
for Term, as this is due on June 30.  Doing so online through Member Management is the 
preferred method.  Remember to submit a PDF copy to the State Office at forms@tkofc.org. 
 We need these copies to build our Grand Knight roster for the new Fraternal Year. 
Let’s get this done.  No excuses! Vivat Jesus! 
 

Reed Fontenot, Star Council Awards Director  
 

Council Growth  
The end of the Fraternal Year is in sight, No letting up now!! Our Pastors and Catholic 
Communities continue to be Blessed as our Order continues to grow.  
CONGRATULATIONS to the Following New Councils!!: 

Archdiocese Galveston-Houston Diocesan Deputy John Hinojosa on your Newest 
Spanish Council:  Cristobal Colon - Assumption Parish, Houston, TX. Council # 17726 
REACTIVATIONS: 
The Diocese continue to work on Reactivations, there is one maybe two before the end of 
the Fraternal year to be completed. 
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Round Tables: 
Please continue to submit your Form 2629 for your Round Tables. We are still working to 
reach our goal of 200 for this Fraternal Year. 
College Councils: 
College Councils continue to remain recruitment active during this Fraternal Year. 

 

I know there are multiple Diocese working diligently to complete more New and Reactivated 
Councils before Fraternal year end. Let’s continue to work to blow through the finish line! 
REMEMBER it all starts with the Form 133 – Notice of Intent form 
 

 Monies are still available to be achieved for your Diocesan Incentive programs!  

New Council - $500 or Reactivation - $250 

Texas State Council Growth Diocesan Report 

DIOCESE 
New Councils 
(per protocol) 

 

Reactivations 
(per protocol) 

 
Round Tables 

 

  Goal Total Goal 
To
tal Goal Total 

AMARILLO 1 0 1 0 8 0 

AUSTIN 1 0 1 2 17 17 

BEAUMONT 1 0 1 0 9 10 

BROWNSVILLE 1 0 3 (1) 19 26 

CORPUS CHRISTI 1 0 3 (2) 15 2 

DALLAS 1 0 1 0 14 0 

EL PASO 1 0 1 0 11 2 

FORT WORTH 1 (1) 1 0 11 29 

GALVESTON/HOUSTON 1 (4) 1 (1) 19 0 

LAREDO 1 0 3 (1) 8 2 

LUBBOCK 1 (1) 1 0 12 12 

SAN ANGELO 1 (1) 1 0 12 8 

SAN ANTONIO 1 0 3 (1) 19 4 

TYLER 1 0 1 0 13 1 

VICTORIA 1 0 0 0 13 0 

TOTALS 15 7 22 8 200 113 

Legend 
 In progress 
  

 

Met goal 

(Full protocol)    

    

The Council Growth Team is ready and willing to assist with your Diocesan Council Growth 
Activities.   
 

BE NOT AFRAID and have NO EXCUSES, Let’s Get it Done!  

God Bless Texas! God Bless the Knights! 
5 

 Vivat Jesus! 
Carlos X. Martinez, Council Growth Director  
 

Texas State Council Charities 
 

And here we are, in the final stretch.  Time is now, truly, of the essence.  We need every 
contribution which can be made towards the State Charity Goal! 
 

Our Bishops are depending upon our continued generosity and support to ensure they can 
continue their charitable works.  If your council has met or even exceeded their assigned 
goal, Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!  If your council has not taken the opportunity to 
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contribute now is the time. 
 

We recognize this year has presented some significant challenges and these have prevented 
the traditional fundraising activities from taking place in many cases.  Taking these factors 
into account, our Worthy State Deputy Alfredo Vela has granted a reduction to the assigned 
State Council Charity Goals for each council. 
 

Each council’s assigned Charity Goal has been reduced by 25%.  Our desire is for each 
Diocese, District, and Council, which have found themselves faced with the challenges 
presented due to the COVID-19 pandemic, to embrace this generous reduction and strive to 
meet this newly established goal.  For those Dioceses, Districts and Councils which are close 
to meeting their originally assigned goal, and have the resources available to do so, we 
challenge you to meet the goal originally set for you this year.  Every dollar contributed 
increases the size of the contribution made to your Bishop. 
 

The State Council Charity Fundraising Team is available to support and assist you in any way 
possible.  This Team is working right now to pull together the revised Charity Goal numbers.  
This revised information will be shared as soon as possible, if it is not available already. 
Together we can make an impact for the good! 
 

BE NOT AFRAID! Vivat Jesus! 
 

Derek W. Rabey, Charity Director  

Finish Line Editor 
David Zeigler 
903-926-0776 
zigsr@att.net 
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