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Faithful Navigator’s Log 
Sir Knight Faithful Navigator Jesus Quintanar:  
The Faithful Navigator’s March Commentary is centered 
upon which is Greatest commandment in God’s law: 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” And secondly: “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” One needs only to turn on the local TV 
news station or read the Neighborhood newspaper to 
struggle with horrific events that were committed by one 
neighbor upon another.  Case in point: [cont’d on page 2] 

Grand Knights’ Notes 
Council 6711 SK PFN Grand Knight Chuy Perez:   
In February, Thunderbird Council 6711 provided coffee 
and doughnuts after all Masses one weekend and 
supported a Confirmation Workshop [cont’d on page 2] 
Council 12160 SK Grand Knight Mike Doblado:  
Franklin Mountains Council 12160 will be offering fish 
fries on February 24, March 17 and 31 starting at 4:30 
p.m. to 8:00 (?) p.m. 

Council 14413 SK Grand Knight Dan Fenton: Rio 

Grande Council 14413 hosted its monthly free coffee 
and doughnuts for Queen of Peace Parishioners.  The 
Council will conduct fish fries during [cont’d on page 2] 

Council 17420 SK GK Alejandro Gamboa: San 
Francisco de Asís Council 17420 will be offering fish 
fries on February 24 and April 7 (Good Friday). Council 
17420’s fish fry also offers both fried and grilled tilapia. 

District Deputy’s Desk 
SK District Deputy John Danley: On February 8, 

2023, Pope Francis announced that Father Anthony C. 
Celino, JCL (Licentiate in Canon Law) will become the 
Auxiliary Bishop of El Paso.  His episcopal ordination will 
be held on March 31st at Saint Patrick Cathedral.  Father 
Celino, 50, born in the Philippines, is currently Pastor of 
Saint Raphael Catholic Church and is the Judicial Vicar 
of the El Paso Diocese.  Father Celino was ordained in 
1997 and became Parochial Vicar at Saint Patrick 
Cathedral.  He later served as Pastor [cont’d on page 2] 

 
Shortly after the Declaration of Independence was 

proclaimed, the Second Continental Congress 
began work on the Articles of Confederation, 

which were ratified on March 1, 1781.  (Painting: 
“Signing the Declaration,” John Trumbull, 1818) 

Faithful Scribe’s Script 

SK Faithful Scribe Joe O’Connor: In the 

July 2021 issue of this newsletter, we wrote about 
the inalienable rights found in the Declaration of 
Independence.  In the September 2021 Fourth 
Estate, we wrote about the philosophical under-
pinnings of the United States Constitution.  The 
Declaration was approved in July 1776 while the 
Constitution was not ratified by nine states until 
March 1788.  During those 12 years, how was the 
new Country governed?  The answer is that there 
were the Articles of Confederation, drafted in 
1777 but not ratified by all 13 States until 1781.  
The Articles of Confederation was the precursor 
to the United States Constitution and is often 
overlooked by most Americans.  Who wrote the 
Articles of Confederation?  Why did it take four 
years for the 13 States to ratify it?  Under this law 
of the land at the time, what authority was held by 
Congress, the sole branch of Government, and 
how did the States operate under this legal 
framework?  The answers to these questions can 
be found in the article and inset box found on 
page two of this issue.  God Bless America! 
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Faithful Navigator’s Log [continued] 
SK Faithful Navigator Jesus Quintanar: [continued] 

The recent shooting at the Cielo Vista Mall and the past 
killings at Walmart provide unequivocal evidence that 
the love of God has been abandoned or is greatly reject-
ed by those “neighbors” who chose to perpetrate these 
forms of senseless killings upon another. Accordingly, 
our love of God can be manifested to God by asking 
Him–through the capability of PRAYER–to suppress 
these homicidal events, such as, continued serial school 
shootings, domestic violence with injury or death, road 
rage with violent behavior, and racial hatred stemming 
from (1) disability, (2) gender, (3) nationality, (4) race or 
ethnicity, (5) religion, or (6) sexual orientation. 

Grand Knights’ Notes (Continued) 
Council 6711 SK PFN GK Chuy Perez: (cont’d) with 

burritos and hamburgers. Council 6711 will be offering a 
fish Fry every Friday in Lent except Good Friday, from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for $9.00. In addition to tilapia, the 
Council will serve salmon for the first and sixth fish fries. 

Council 14413 SK GK Dan Fenton: (continued) 
each Friday in Lent except March 3 (ACTS Retreat) and 
Good Friday from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for $10. 

District Deputy’s Desk (Continued) 
SK District Deputy John Danley: (continued) and 

Administrator of the following Parishes: Our Lady of 
Peace (Alpine, TX), Saint Lucia (now Saint John Paul II), 
and Saint Stephen Deacon and Martyr. He was appoint- 
ed Pastor of Saint Raphael in 2017.  Bishop-elect Celino 
has served the Diocese of El Paso as Vicar General, 
Moderator of the Curia, Chancellor, and has taught at 
the Tepeyac Institute.  Felicidades, Bishop-elect Celino! 

The Articles of Confederation 

 
The United States’ first written constitution was the 
Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, writ-
ten one year after the Declaration of Independence 
was proclaimed.  It was not finally ratified by all the 
States until March 1, 1781 because of States’ fears of 
a central authority and conflicting westward land 
claims by several States.  While the Articles of Con-
federation (AofC) named the new nation “The United 
States of America,” it was described as a “league of 
friendship” where States remained independent and 
sovereign, with Congress serving as the court of last 
resort in States’ disputes with each other.  No State 
was to restrict the movement of trade or people from 
another State that differed from those imposed upon 
their own citizens.  States were to give “full faith and 
credit” to other States’ judicial proceedings.  Free citi-
zens in one State were to enjoy the same “privileges 
and immunities” in all the other States.  Under the 
AofC, there were no Executive and Judiciary 
branches.  The AofC gave Congress, where each 
State was entitled to one vote, the authority to make 
treaties and alliances, maintain armed forces, declare 
war and make peace, create a postal service, handle 
Indian affairs, set up admiralty courts, and coin 
money.  However, Congress lacked the authority to 
levy taxes and regulate commerce, inabilities that led 
to the Constitutional Convention in 1787. By 1779, all 
of the States except Maryland had ratified the AofC. 
Maryland was opposed because several States, 
including Virginia, had made territorial claims on 
lands west to the Mississippi.  It was not until Thomas 
Jefferson of Virginia persuaded his State to renounce 
its territorial claims, with the proviso that the lands to 
the West would be divided into new States that would 
be admitted to the Union on the basis of equality, did 
Maryland ratify the AofC.  Efforts to amend the AofC 
took place in 1781 and 1786 to give Congress the 
power to levy taxes.  Following the second failure, the 
Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia in May 
1787 to revise the AofC. By June 1787, the delegates 
decided to completely redesign the government.  The 
AofC remained the law of the land until June 21, 1788 

when New Hampshire became the ninth State to 
ratify the United States Constitution as the supreme 
law of the land.  The Constitution of the United States 
was ratified by all 13 States when Rhode Island 
ratified it on May 29, 1790.  

Who Wrote the Articles of 

Confederation? 

Benjamin Franklin wrote the first draft of the Articles of 
Confederation in July 1775 and presented it to the 
Second Continental Congress; it was never formally 
considered.  Silas Deane of Connecticut wrote the 
second draft, which was followed by a third draft from 
the Connecticut delegation, most likely a revision of 
Deane’s second draft.  In June 1776, John Dickinson of 
Pennsylvania wrote the fourth draft, substantially 
different from the previous three drafts.  The fourth draft 
was revised into a fifth draft by a committee of Congress 
and it was discussed in late July and early August 1776.  
The fifth draft was printed to be formally considered by 
Congress, which revised and finalized it as the sixth 
draft in November 1777 and approved it for submission 
to the States for ratification. 
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Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVdP) West Side Food Distribution 

  
On February 8, 2023, SSVdP West Side Food Distribu-
tion regular volunteers were treated to an Appreciation 

Luncheon at Great American Steakburger.  Council 
12160 Financial Secretary, Vincentian and Food 

Distribution Operations Manager Ed Ehrbar (upper 
right) hosted the luncheon.  (Photo: SK Joe O’Connor) 

Knights attending the Food Distribution Volunteer Apprecia-
tion luncheon posed for a picture (left to right): SK Leonel 
“Doc” Ortega, Gerry O’Brien, Tony Mireles (SSVdP District 
Council President), SK Father Ed Carpenter (Saint Luke 
Catholic Church Pastor), Alredo Ortega, SK Gus Erler, SK 
Joe O’Connor, and Ed Ehrbar.  (Photo: Dave Matus) 

 

 

On a cold and very windy 
February 15, 2023, Food 
Distribution Operations 

Manager and Council 
12160 Financial Secretary 
Ed Ehrbar (left) calculated 

the allocation of 22+ pal-
lets of assorted food for 

distribution to families 
waiting up the hill in their 
cars, vans, and trucks (to 

left of picture).  (Photo: 
SK FS Joe O’Connor)  

Food Distribution Traffic Super-
visor Sir Knight Leonel “Doc” 

Ortega (center) directed vehicles 
in the Saint Luke Parking Lot to 
go to either Side A (left) or Side 

B (right) so that volunteers could 
place the food allocations into 

the vehicles as they moved down 
the line.  (Photo taken from Side 
A’s distribution point for boxes 

that each contained 33 pounds of 
frozen chicken drumsticks.)  

(Photo: SK FS Joe O’Connor) 

Thunderbird Council 6711 Support to Confirmation Candidates’ Retreat 

 

On February 19, 2023, in 
the Saint Matthew 
Catholic Church Dining 
Hall, Thunderbird 
Council 6711 Sir Knight 
Past Faithful Navigator  
Grand Knight Chuy 
Perez (left) and Council 
6711 Knight Adrian 
Muñoz (right) 
assembled breakfast 
burritos for the Saint 
Matthew Confirmation 
candidates’ breakfast.    

On February 19, 2023, Thunderbird Council 6711 
supported Saint Matthew’s Confirmation Retreat by 

providing breakfast and lunch to Confirmation candi-
dates.  SK PFN Ruben Gallegos (left) and Knight Ray 

Coleman (right) warmed tortillas on the grill for 
breakfast burritos.  Later, they grilled hotdogs and 

hamburgers for lunch.  (Photo: Knight James Barela) 

Council 6711 Knights George Arcineaga and Karl Kimball 
(not shown) cooked scramble eggs for the breakfast 
burritos.  Sir Knight Past Faithful Navigator Sam Gutierrez 
and Council 6711 Knight Adrian Barela (not shown) 
prepared the grilled hamburgers and hotdogs for the 
Confirmatioin candidates’ lunch.  (Photo: Council 6711 
Knight James Barela) 
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Ash Wednesday 
 
On February 22, 2023 (Ash 
Wednesday) at Queen of 
Peace Church (QoPC), Sir 
Knight Father Allan Alaka, 
QoPC Pastor (left), placed 
ashes on the forehead of 
Council 14413 Sir Knight 
Past Grand Knight Alberto 
“Butch” Francisco (right), 
while saying “Repent, and 
believe in the Gospel.”  
Also distributing ashes at 
QoPC were Sir Knights 
Deacons Angel Aguilar, 
Adolfo Rubio and Orlando 
Sanchez (not shown).  
(Photo: SK Joe O’Connor)  

 
On February 8, 2023, SK District 9 Deputy John Danley (right) 

presented to Rio Grande Council SK Grand Knight Dan 
Fenton (left) the Texas State Charities Honor Roll Award for 

Fraternal Year 2021-2022.  (Photo: SK FS Joe O’Connor) 

  
On February 24, 2023, Thunderbird Council 6711 kicked 

off their Lenten Fish Fry series, with SK PFN Sam 
Gutierrez (left) frying tilapia and Knight Tom Michael 
(right) preparing the batter. (Photo: Sir Knight Past 

Faithful Navigator Grand Knight Chuy Perez) 

Offering baked and fried tilapia and baked parmesan-en-
crusted salmon and French fries to Saint Matthew Pari-

shioners were (left to right) Knights Manny Saldanha, Ray 
Coleman, Rudy Garcia and Joe Mrozinski.  (Photo: Sir Knight 

Past Faithful Navigator Grand Knight Chuy Perez) 

 

  
In the Saint Matthew Parking Lot, the French fry crew 

included (left to right) Knight Adrian Muñoz, Sir Knight 
Past Faithful Navigator Ruben Gallegos, and Knight 

Ray Coleman.  Ray shuttled the French fries to the Din-
ing Hall to be served to Parishioners.  (Photo: SK Past 

Faithful Navigator Grand Knight Chuy Perez) 

The line of Saint Matthew Parishioners extended out the door 
of the Parish Dining Hall.  Thunderbird Council 6711 served 
parmesan-encrusted salmon in addition to baked and fried 

tilapia which created a large turnout.  A total of 198 
Parishioners were served that evening.  (Photo: Sir Knight 

Past Faithful Navigator Grand Knight Chuy Perez) 
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On February 24, 2023, Franklin Mountains Council 
12160 offered their first Lenten Fish Fry.  The fry crew 
consisted in part (left to right) Knight Fred Saenz and 
Sir Knights DGK Mike Chavarria, “Doc” Ortega and 
Mando Uranga.  (Photo: Sir Knight Mando Uranga) 

In a tent outside the Saint Luke Parish Hall, the fry crew  also 
included (left to right): Sir Knight Outer Sentinel Paul 
Leenheer, Sir Knight Past Grand Knight Albert Gonzalez, 
Knight Chano Sol and Sir Knight Deputy Grand Knight Mike 
Chavarria.  (Photo: Sir Knight Mando Uranga) 

  
On February 24, 2023, Rio Grande Council 14413 

launched its Lenten Fish Fry series.  In the Queen of 
Peace Parish Kitchen, Sir Knights P/DGK Robert 

Valdiviez and PGK Mike Bodgan checked the cooking 
oil temperatures for the fried tilapia and French fries 

while Knight Alan Cooksey heated butter for the baked 
tilapia.  Knight Jacob Cooksey (back to camera) 

prepared the fried tilapia batter. (Photo: SK Tim Sievek) 

In the Queen of Peace Parish Kitchen, Rio Grande Council 
14413’s Kitchen Crew included (left to right) Sir Knight 

P/DGK Robert Valdiviez (fried tilapia), Sir Knight PGK Mike 
Bogdan (French fries), Knight George Guebara (baked 

tilapia), Knight Eric Geedy (hidden—fried tilapia batter), 
Knight Jacob Cooksey (baked tilapia), and Knight Alan 

Cooksey (fried and baked tilapia).  (Photo: Sir Knight Faithful 
Scribe Joe O’Connor) 

 

  
Another shot of the Parish Kitchen and beyond to the 
serving line included (left to right) SK P/DGK Robert 
Valdiviez and Knights Jacob Cooksey, Eric Geedy, 

Jesus Saenz, Alan Cooksey and Mark Phillips (back 
right).  (Photo: Sir Knight Faithful Scribe Joe O’Connor) 

Council 14413’s serving line was set up in the Queen of 
Peace Parish Hall.  Serving Parishioners were (left to right) 
Knights Patrick Ross (fried tilapia) and Mark Phillips (baked 
tilapia), and Sir Knights Jeffrey Fretland (French fries) and 
GK Dan Fenton (cole slaw).  (Photo: SK FS Joe O’Connor) 

 


