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NEWS
Thanks to the Knights who attended the fallout in honor of the 35th Wedding Anniversary of Josiah
and Beverly Barrow. The Polka Mass was certainly a wonderful addition to this special occasion.
We will meet in Somerville for our August meeting. Food will be served starting at 7:00 pm, with the
meeting to follow.
We will have our customary fallout at St. Ann’s Parish in Somerville on Sunday, August 20. Mass is at
9:00 am. We need to be there at 8:30 am.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
For those of you that may not have heard, there has been a substantial revision to the 4th degree Regalia that
was initiated by the Board of Directors. Here is the reasoning for the decision:

1. The cape and chapeau, while popular among some Fourth Degree members, have become dated
and are increasingly cited as a reason that eligible Catholic men, especially young men, do not join
the Knights of Columbus.
2. Today there are nearly 2 million members of the Order, but only 358,000 of them are Fourth Degree
Knights — less than 20 percent. The old regalia was one reason often given by brother Knights for why
they did not want to advance to the Fourth Degree.
3. We understand that some Fourth Degree members are fond of the old regalia. The cape and chapeau regalia will still be allowed, for a time, in those assemblies and districts that wish to use it, though
the preference is for the new uniform.
4. Ceremonial swords will continue to be part of the Fourth Degree.
5. The new uniform is designed to be much more versatile than the older regalia and can be worn at a
much wider range of functions.
6. Our choice of uniform, while important, has always been ancillary to the work we do carrying out the
principles of charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism, and this should always be the case.
“We commend all of the faithful Sir Knights who have proudly worn the Fourth Degree regalia, bringing
much respect to the Order. With the new Fourth Degree uniform, recently approved by the Board of Directors, this honor and respect associated with Sir Knights will remain, and it will open the door more widely
for a new generation to join their ranks. In a spirit of unity, let us assist with a smooth transition to this new
uniform and encourage it to be worn with great dignity and pride.” taken fromthe Good of the Order Committee
Obviously, this change will be a cause for much debate in the Fourth Degree Order, as it is a rather drastic
change from the Regalia that is presently used. It will be interesting to see how this plays out as the information
becomes available to all the Assemblies. There will be photos of the new Regalia available at our next meeting.

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Feast August 15
The Assumption is the oldest feast day of Our Lady, but we don't know
how it first came to be celebrated.
Its origin is lost in those days when Jerusalem was restored as a sacred city,
at the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine (c. 285-337). By then it had
been a pagan city for two centuries, ever since Emperor Hadrian (76-138)
had leveled it around the year 135 and rebuilt it as <Aelia Capitolina> in
honor of Jupiter.
For 200 years, every memory of Jesus was obliterated from the city, and
the sites made holy by His life, death and Resurrection became pagan
temples.
After the building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 336, the sacred
sites began to be restored and memories of the life of Our Lord began to be celebrated by the
people of Jerusalem. One of the memories about his mother centered around the "Tomb of Mary,"
close to Mount Zion, where the early Christian community had lived.
On the hill itself was the "Place of Dormition," the spot of Mary's "falling asleep," where she had died.
The "Tomb of Mary" was where she was buried.
At this time, the "Memory of Mary" was being celebrated. Later it was to become our feast of the
Assumption.
For a time, the "Memory of Mary" was marked only in Palestine, but then it was extended by the emperor to all the churches of the East. In the seventh century, it began to be celebrated in Rome under the title of the "Falling Asleep" ("Dormitio") of the Mother of God.
Soon the name was changed to the "Assumption of Mary," since there was more to the feast than
her dying. It also proclaimed that she had been taken up, body and soul, into heaven.
That belief was ancient, dating back to the apostles themselves. What was clear from the beginning was that there were no relics of Mary to be venerated, and that an empty tomb stood on the
edge of Jerusalem near the site of her death. That location also soon became a place of pilgrimage. (Today, the Benedictine Abbey of the Dormition of Mary stands on the spot.)
At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, when bishops from throughout the Mediterranean world gathered in Constantinople, Emperor Marcian asked the Patriarch of Jerusalem to bring the relics of
Mary to Constantinople to be enshrined in the capitol. The patriarch explained to the emperor that
there were no relics of Mary in Jerusalem, that "Mary had died in the presence of the apostles; but
her tomb, when opened later . . . was found empty and so the apostles concluded that the body
was taken up into heaven."
In the eighth century, St. John Damascene was known for giving sermons at the holy places in Jerusalem. At the Tomb of Mary, he expressed the belief of the Church on the meaning of the feast:
"Although the body was duly buried, it did not remain in the state of death, neither was it dissolved
by decay. . . . You were transferred to your heavenly home, O Lady, Queen and Mother of God in
truth."
Taken from EWTN Website
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