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NEWS
Somerville is the host location for our annual Renewal of Obligations Ceremony, which will be held at
our next meeting on Monday, February 12. The event will begin with a catered meal at 7:00 PM, and
as usual, the wives are invited. Dress will be Tuxedo, with Social Baldric.
If you haven't taken care of it yet, our 2018 dues are due. Bring your money with you to the meeting,
or you can mail the check to Marty at the address on this Newsletter.
Hubert has a passel of those Turkey Shoot Raffle Tickets, and he is anxious to spread them around, so
make sure you get your share soon. You know, we only do this once a year, so each of us need to do
our part to make this a success.
Make plans to attend the Caldwell Council 6366 Spring Festival, coming up on Sunday March 4. Bring
you a board to put under your plate, to keep the bottom from breaking from all the brisket they pile
on it. They have all the other stuff, like a live and silent auction, kids games, Raffle, pastry sales, so
bring your friends and enjoy the day.
Our condolences go out to the family of Phyllis Hensen, wife of our Assembly’s first Faithful Comptroller, Franklin Hensen. She passed away on February 1.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Isn’t it strange how sometimes you don’t know what you are going to get, until you actually get it. Like what
Nancy Pelosi said about Obama Care: “We have to pass it to see what is in it”. I knew that President Trump was
campaigning on a pro-life platform, but it never occurred to me he would do what he has done since being
elected President. I ran across an article by Father Mark Hodges, titled “Donald Trump is the most pro-life President in American history”. It goes on to chronicle the pro-life things the President has done since being elected,
and they are outstanding. I can guarantee you this, you won’t hear about any of this on the TV news. You can
find the article at LifeSiteNews.com. It gives a long list of his appointments, executive orders, and decisions that
he has made since becoming President. He is also the first sitting President to address the March for Life in DC.
No matter what you think of the man personally, he deserves our utmost respect and support for doing more to
promote the pro-life agenda than any other President in our life time. Let us pray that his efforts continue to be
successful, and that he is able to withstand the pressure to cave on these issues.
God Bless America, and God Bless President Trump.

The Problem With Media Coverage of Trump's Pro-Life Appointments
Last month, President Donald Trump appointed two well-known pro-life activists to important positions in
the Department of Health and Human Services.
Charmaine Yoest, who served as president and CEO of Americans United for Life (AUL) was appointed
assistant secretary of public affairs and Teresa Manning, a former lobbyist with the National Right to Life
Committee (NRLC), was appointed deputy assistant secretary for population affairs.
The mainstream media gave both of these appointments a considerable amount of coverage. However,
what many media outlets found most objectionable was not Yoest or Manning's pro-life stances, but the
fact that both women believe that abortion increases the risk of breast cancer and have doubts about
the efficacy of contraception programs. Both of these positions were criticized in articles run by Elle, Slate,
HuffPost, the Washington Post, and the New York Times.
The media often portray debates on abortion policy as being between credentialed scholars on the proabortion side and know-nothing pro-life activists on the other. Of course, the reality is far more complicated.
Opponents of the potential link between abortion and breast cancer attempt to shut down debate by
trotting out a list of statements by professional and academic organizations claiming that abortion does
not increase the risk of breast cancer. But these positions do not always reflect the best research or any
kind of scholarly consensus. Sometimes, the positions simply reflect the attitudes of those scholars most involved with the organization. Other times, academic and professional organizations adopt certain positions for political reasons.
More importantly, a closer look at the research in question tells a different story from the one outlets have
been pushing. Skeptics of the abortion–breast cancer link argue that the Danish study by Melbye et al.,
published in the New England Journal of Medicine in 1997, is the most comprehensive and strongest methodological study on the topic. What they don't report, though, is that the study found that abortions after
18 weeks of gestation are correlated with a statistically significant increase in the risk of breast cancer.
Regarding contraception, the opinions of Yoest and Manning are consistent with a number of leading
scholars including Federal Reserve chair Janet Yellen. In 1996, Yellen co-authored an article, which appeared in The Quarterly Journal of Economics, showing that the widespread availability of oral contraceptives led to more out-of–wedlock births, the result of increases in sexual activity and a decline in shotgun
marriages.
Overall, there is an exceptionally broad body of research in economics and public-health journals, showing that expanded access to contraception by means of legalization, distribution, or subsidies fails to reduce unintended-pregnancy rates. For instance, last year two Notre Dame economists found that 1990s
condom-distribution programs in high schools actually led to increases in the teen fertility rate. A 2011 University of Michigan study found that significant increases in the price of oral contraceptives at campus
health centers failed to have a significant impact on unintended-pregnancy rates. And even though contraception use in the U.S. has consistently increased since the early 1980s, the unintended-pregnancy rate
has remained fairly stable.
The 50 percent decline in the U.S. abortion rate since 1980 is largely due to a higher percentage of unintended pregnancies being carried to term. The media coverage of Yoest and Manning's recent appointments is just the latest example that most mainstream outlets prefer to uncritically cite abortion-rights advocates rather than properly evaluating the relevant academic research on both sides of the issue.
By: Michael J. New. Michael J. new is a Visiting Associate professor at Ave Maria University, Ava Maria, Florida
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